IlS            THE   BRITISH  COLONIAL  EMPIRE
contained some novel features and was considered at the
time a bold experiment. It was based on adult suffrage of
both men and women., many of them still illiterate,, and
enfranchised over two million voters. Originally the State
Council, as the governing body was called, resembled the
London County Council in entrusting executive functions
of the principal departments to committees of elected mem-
bers each with its chairman, but as this was found eventually
not to work well in practice., the committees were replaced
by responsible Ministers of State on the Cabinet system, and
the functions of the three principal Officers of State were
considerably modified. Certain special powers were .still
reserved to the Governor under this system.
After the war, however, Ceylon was asked to submit a new
constitution providing for complete responsible government
on the Parliamentary model. This came into force, and has
now been succeeded by full Dominion status within the
British Commonwealth.
The principal industry is tea: coffee was first tried but
failed, and after a while tea was successfully introduced in
its stead. Now the tea plantations cover most of the island
from sea-level up to about 6,000 feet, the best qualities
growing above 1,500 feet, and tea exports represent about
63 per cent of the outward trade. Rubber is cultivated almost
as extensively as tea, and the coconut, which covers con-
siderably over a million acres, is the source of a great variety
of products. Rice, cacao, citronella, cinnamon, areca-nut,
cardamons and tobacco are other crops, and amongst the
minerals, plumbago or graphite is important. Ceylon's gems
are famous and include sapphires, rubies, topaz, amethysts
and other stones, and there are also pearl fisheries.
Colombo, the capital, has a fine harbour and it is the
centre of the Government railway system covering nearly
1,000 miles, and there are besides some 4,000 miles of